
 
 
Thursday, April 26th, 2012 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
The family members of those murdered, community activists, and students are calling for a 
press conference Thursday, April 26th, at 11:00 a.m. on the 5th floor of City Hall to 
demand justice for Rekia Boyd, Stephon Watts, and Howard Morgan. This action will be the 
first of many planned protests against these racist murders, and countless others which have 
resulted from the criminal injustice system.   
 
The murder of Trayvon Martin has sparked actions, and awareness around enumerable cases 
throughout the country of racist violence carried out by bigoted vigilantes, and the police. Here 
in Chicago there are several such egregious cases that community members have begun to 
rally around.  
 
Rekia Boyd was fatally shot by an off-duty Chicago police officer, Dante Servino, on March 
21st near Douglas Park. After complaining to the group of black youth that they were 
disturbing the peace, he fired anywhere from 12-18 shots into the unarmed crowd wounding 
one in the hand, and shooting Rekia in the back of the head.  
 
Stephon Watts was an autistic youth, age 15, shot and killed on February 1st by Calumet City 
police. Police arrived at the Watt’s residence after the non-emergency directory had been 
informed of a domestic disturbance, once there they were told the situation had calmed down 
and Stephon’s episode was over. They proceeded to seek out Stephon within the home, and 
shot him several times, claiming he lunged at them with a butter knife.  
 
Howard Morgan, a black former Chicago police officer was off-duty as a detective for the 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad when he was pulled over for driving the wrong way on 
a one-way street on Feb 21, 2005 by four white junior Chicago police officers. Claiming he 
drew his weapon and fired on them, the 4 officers shot Morgan 28 times, and left him at the 
scene. Originally Morgan was found not guilty on three counts, including discharging his 
weapon. The same jury that cleared him of opening fire on the officers, however, deadlocked 



on a charge of attempted murder -- and another jury found him guilty in January. That jury 
was not allowed to hear that Morgan had been acquitted of the other charges.  
 
Family members and community anti-racist and anti-police brutality activists will speak out on 
Thursday, April 26th not only to demand justice in these cases but also to continue the calls 
for mobilization around the case of Trayvon Martin. Family members will be available after 
their initial remarks for further interviews. We are holding this press conference at City Hall to 
demand that the police officers responsible for these violent, racist murders be pulled off the 
street and immediately prosecuted for their crimes. We demand accountability not impunity! 
We demand an end to the brutalization of our communities, and the police terror that is an 
everyday occurrence on the South and West sides.  
 
 


